
  

 

Have you heard the latest on the National Lawyers Guild, Maryland Chapter?   Thanks 

to the creation – and subsequent expansion – of a social media campaign brand new 

newsletter, keeping up-to-date on your Chapter is easier than ever. 

 

We started by creating a new comprehensive website www.NLGMaryland.org – your go-to 

source for all print materials, presentations, activities and initiatives related to the Chapter.  

Included on our website are links to our new YouTube and Vimeo channels, Twitter 

account, LinkedIn page and online registrations for events.  Now, we are pleased to present 

the Maryland Chapter’s new newsletter, JJuussttiiccee  BBrriieeff  MMDD™™  wwiitthh  aa  ssppeecciiaall  YYeeaarr  

iinn  RReevviieeww  eeddiittiioonn.. 
 

Look at the new NLG MD and let us know what you think, as your opinions are just as 

valued as your project participation and financial support.  Simply send an email to 

info@nlgmaryland.org with the word “Editor” in the subject line. 
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Betsy Cunningham and David Norkin of NLG MD 
with Baltimore Sun columnist and Midday creator and 

host Dan Rodricks in his studio on May 3, 2013. 

 

 

 

“The reason is because poverty is just as bad – or 
worse – incarcerations are growing, jobs are more 
scarce, racism hasn’t ended.  And that’s essentially 
what the National Lawyers Guild does, is that 
[sic]: We’re lawyers that focus on those sort of 
things, and we have done ever since (the Guild) 
started in 1937, when it was the first integrated 
bar association.” 
 

 The Honorable David Norken 
WYPR 88.1 FM 

 
 
 
 

Judge David Norken, a member of the NLG’s Maryland 

Chapter for over thirty years, was given the opportunity to 

tell Midday With Dan Rodricks listeners about our 

historic participatory celebration during a live broadcast of 

The Midday Weekly Review show on WYPR 88.1 FM.   

 

In addition to describing the event, held at the Reginald 

Lewis Museum of Maryland African American History & 

Culture, David, who is often jokingly referred to as our 

Chapter’s “unofficial – and reluctant – historian”, made 

certain that listeners learned the purpose of the NLG and 

why its work is so important – especially given the current 

economic landscape. 

 

Mr. Rodricks ended the segment by generously linking 

The Dan Rodricks Facebook page to a temporary one 

created specifically for the event, NLG Maryland 

Remembers Gwynn Oak Park, while on-air. 

 

MMEEDDIIAA  

SSPPOOTTLLIIGGHHTT  

 

“Nothing revives the spirit like an evening with a bunch of radical lawyers” is 

how freelance journalist and Director of Communications for the Homeless Persons 

Representation Project’s Joe Surkiewicz enticed his readers to participate in our 

signature May 9
th

 send-off for the Poor People’s Campaign and March.   

 

Appearing in the May 6
th

 edition of The Daily Record’s Of Service column, Mr. 

Surkiewicz peppered his half-page article with the perfect quotes he elicited  during 

in-depth interviews of long-time member and University of Baltimore law professor 

Colin Starger and Betsy Cunningham, Co-Convener of the Maryland Chapter. 
 

 



 

 

  

 

WYPR FM Senior News Director and the critically 

acclaimed author of “Here Lies Jim Crow: Civil 

Rights in Maryland” C. Fraser Smith; University 

of Baltimore associate law professor and voting 

rights expert Gilda R. Daniels gave memorable – 

and at times, provocative – presentations.  In 

addition, several witnesses to the original marches 

shared their still-vivid memories, including Dr. A. 

Skipp Sanders, ED, Executive Director of the 

Lewis Museum and a witness to the 1963 March on 

Washington for Jobs and Freedom; and two who 

marched in the original 1968 Poor People’s 

Campaign March, Dr. Thomas Cripps, University 

Distinguished Professor Emeritus, Morgan State 

University, and Adele Wakefield, a retired teacher 

who took her two young sons on the march.  Their 

moving presentations inspired 2013 marchers, Kay 

Adler, Black Red American Indian Voices and 

Christopher Rykiel, recent graduate of the 

University of Baltimore to share a few words.    

 

The Charm City Labor Chorus proceeded raffle 

drawings, where each ticked gave guests a chance at 

seven different prizes, ranging from original signed 

artwork and books by award-winning illustrator 

Bryan Collier, a then-guest artist at the museum, to a 

Kindle Reader. 

 

This is the first film collaboration for the Maryland 

Chapter. To receive advanced notice of the film’s 

premier, send a request via email to 

RSVP@NLGMaryland.org. 

 

HHIISSTTOORRYY  RREECCOORRDDEEDD: 

A New Film Based on 

NLG Spring Event 

 

“Although this is quite a departure from my normal 

work, I’m happy to do it for the Guild”, confessed 

David Reische, describing his yet un-named 

documentary film on the Maryland Chapter’s historic 

event Leaving Our Collective Footprint on the Poor 

People’s March of 2013.    A local independent 

filmmaker best known for writing, producing and 

directing Moving Mountains, the revealing 2010 film 

on mountaintop coal removal, Mr. Reische, the son of 

long-time legal activist and NLG Maryland member 

attorney Natalie Rees of Stevenson, he plans to debut 

a five-minute extended trailer on the Chapter’s 

website,  NLGMaryland.org and its Vimeo channel in 

mid-January 2014.   

 

Held May 9, 2013 at the Reginald F. Lewis Museum 

of Maryland African American History & Culture, 

the participatory celebration kicked-off the 2013 Poor 

People’s Campaign and March from Baltimore to 

Washington, DC and highlighted seven historic civil 

and human rights milestones at a single event.  

Details -- including a preview gallery of artwork -- 

are available on the Chapter’s website.  Here's a recap 

of what you can expect to enjoy in the upcoming film. 

 

After enjoying music by Caleb Stine Live and a menu 

that replicated the historic bag lunches given to Civil 

Rights Freedom Riders on buses; local attorneys, 

judges, law students, law clerks and activists were 

given a choice to participate in a variety of activities 

that occurred simultaneously -- culminating with 

written messages from those in attendance being 

hand-delivered to Congress by the Poor People’s 

Campaign marchers the following Monday.   
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 Maryland v. King: A Revealing Loss 

Colin Starger 

 

 This summer, the Supreme Court released its much-anticipated 

decision in Maryland v. King. Unfortunately, a five-justice majority reversed 

the Court of Appeals and upheld the constitutionality of Maryland’s law 

authorizing the collection and analysis of DNA from the arrested for, but not 

convicted of, certain serious crimes. Although the majority justified its ruling 

as the natural next step in the evolution of law enforcement, progressive 

critics see King as a serious blow to civil liberty and a dangerous precedent 

for the future. 

 

 The obvious and stated purpose of collecting DNA from arrestees is 

to solve “cold cases” by running samples from arrestees through the federal 

DNA database. This is, of course, exactly what happened to Mr. King.  He 

was arrested for a robbery and DNA testing implicated him in a prior rape. 

While solving crimes undoubtedly has societal value, the problem faced by 

the majority was that the Fourth Amendment and case law interpreting it had 

long prohibited warrantless searches of individuals to look for evidence of 

criminal activity unrelated to the crime of arrest. In order to get around this 

doctrinal problem, the majority accepted the patently absurd argument that 

the real and primary purpose of the arrestee law was to identify suspects in 

custody. 

 

 In a classic dissent, Justice Scalia brilliantly laid bare the intellectual 

dishonesty of the majority’s argument. While progressives do not usually 

find themselves keeping company with Scalia, the alliance here is revealing. 

The fact is that the Founding Generation really understood that freedom 

comes at a price -- sometimes the state’s very real interest in solving crimes 

must give way to the greater collective interest in making police officers 

obtain a warrant before conducting blanket searches on citizens presumed 

innocent. Scalia reminds us that left and right can agree about the value 

freedom and need not to sacrifice all of our liberties in the name of keeping 

us safe. While King is a loss, the struggle continues. 

 

Members of the Maryland Chapter share 
their views on current legal issues that 

affect the citizens of our state.   

…The majority accepted the patently 

absurd argument that the real and primary 

purpose of the arrestee law was to identify 

suspects in custody. 

 

 

Want your views featured in De jure? 

To submit your commentary for review, send a .docx or .pdf to Info@NLGMaryland.org with “Justice Brief MD” in the subject line. 

We only publish submissions from current members of the Maryland Chapter.    

Colin Starger, Esquire, is Assistant 

Professor of Law at the University of 

Baltimore School of Law, where he 

teaches Civil and Criminal Procedure, 

Legal Analysis & Research and 

Jurisprudence. 

 

This past summer, Mr. Starger 

traveled to Haifa, Israel to teach. 

mailto:Info@NLGMaryland.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
The National Lawyers Guild,  

Maryland Chapter is a nonprofit legal 

and political organization comprised of 

attorneys, legal workers, judges, law clerks, pro 

bono legal service providers and law students 

working to further the social justice, economic 

and human rights agenda on the local level: 

Using the law to protect human rights above 

property interests.   
 

To learn more, visit 

www.NLGMaryland.org today! 
 

 

 

One of Metro-Baltimore’s  

TTOOPP  DDOOMMEESSTTIICC  RREELLAATTIIOONNSS  AATTTTOORRNNEEYYs* 

 
 

 

 

 
The National Lawyers Guild, Maryland Chapter, 

thanks member sponsor The Law Office of 

Natalie H. Rees for purchasing the 

advertisement at left, which covers the entire 

costs of producing and distributing this issue of 

Justice Brief MD.  

 

Want to see your business advertised in an 

upcoming issue?  Send an inquiry to 

Curtis@NLGMaryland.org Please note that 

Chapter members receive both priority and 

discounts with all advertisements. 
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